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October 2014 

 

AAUW Virginia Beach & Local College Women Mix It Up! 
On a rainy, windy Wednesday, September 24th 
AAUW Virginia Beach hosted a local college 
women/branch mixer at Cactus Jack’s 
Southwestern Grill.  Patricia Wright, our 
College/University Relations Chair, planned and 
publicized the event. The October 9th Beacon 
featured the mixer on their front page. The article 
also set forth our activities for the year. Great 
publicity!  http://hamptonroads.com/2014/10/college-

women-mentors-mix-it#.   
 
Approximately 20 women students from VWC and 
TCC Virginia Beach, 12 branch members, and 2 
others, one who joined that night, braved the 
weather  to chat, laugh, connect, and, oh yes, enjoy 
delicious appetizers and soft drinks. The wings flew 
off those plates! 
 
During the mixer program Sally P. spoke about 
AAUW’s missions and invited students to 
participate in branch initiatives. Patricia spoke on 
starting AAUW student groups on campus and 
presenting a Start Smart program on salary 
negotiations to college groups. Tammie addressed 
the girls about our scholarship activities. We plan 
to continue activities to recruit college girls into our 
branch, and develop mentoring relationships.  
After reading our Beacon article, two Hampton 
Roads women called Pat asking to help mentor our 
new student members…and thus become 
members! 
 
AAUW Virginia awarded us a $100 Impact Grant to 
support the mixer’s intent to strengthen our STEM, 
Human Trafficking, and GOTV initiatives. We 
invited the students to join us in our projects. Two 
students volunteered to help with TechSavvy, four 
with Human Trafficking, and one for a GOTV event. 
Our award clearly had an impact! Congratulations, 
AAUW VB!  
 
Patricia Wright  
AAUW Virginia Beach 

College/University Relations Chair 
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The President’s Post, October 2014 

 Our September was full of what AAUW Virginia Beach does best… reaching out to 

local women, recruiting folks to help develop our initiatives, enjoying each other’s company 

and thoughts in our book clubs, and advocating for people to vote. Thanks, ladies! As you 

read our SandScript this month think about all we’ve done and pat yourselves on the back! 

But don’t get too comfy…! 

 Thanks, to Patricia Wright, our College/University Relations Chair, who worked 

diligently to contact local college women, AAUW college representatives, and publicity 

resources to launch our first college/university mixer!  More thanks to all of you who 

ventured forth that rainy evening to mix with some amazing young women.  More 

gratitude to ten members who made our 2014 GOTV/Get Out the Vote events successful!  

GOTV epitomizes AAUW’s non-partisan policy. 

 Near and dear to many of our AAUW hearts is our determination to provide 

scholarships to local women each year. We make it happen with our Norfolk Florist sale, 

Holiday Banquet Basket Raffle, and our wine tasting with Total Wine, to be announced 

soon.  Please, support these efforts so our scholarships continue. 

 Our AAUW state mentor called me recently and offered to help us find our vision and 

market our branch but then she paused and said she really did not think our branch needed 

help…a real compliment! Another branch saw our Beacon article about the mixer and wants 

to conference call to learn what we did and repeat it there! Let’s keep up the good work 

breaking barriers for women and girls and helping our community. 

Sally Pattison-Cisna  
AAUW Virginia Beach, President 

pattisonsj@gmail.com; 757.340.2829 

 

mailto:pattisonsj@gmail.com
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Linda Todd  

Scholarship 

Support 
 

 

Norfolk Florist Cards Fundraiser 

Once again we will be selling Free Flower Fundraiser Cards through Norfolk Florist.  For each 

card sold we will receive $10 for our local scholarship fund and our supporters are able to 

redeem free flowers for a year starting in December.  The cards will be available for purchase 

from October 15th through November 23rd.  The cost is $35 per card and the goal is to sell 

100 cards and raise $1000.  The key will be to sell to people outside of our branch who support 

our mission.  Feel free to ask for a $10 donation if they won't use the card.  Happy Selling 

Please note the free flowers are not available on Valentine's Day, Easter Sunday, Professional 
Secretaries' Day, Mother's Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas Day and the 7 days before these 
holidays. 

 

 

 

Holiday Basket Raffle 

Once again, this year’s Holiday Banquet raffle baskets will benefit the 
Linda Todd Scholarship Fund.  We are asking branch members to donate 
new items for the raffle baskets for the following themes: wine, spa, 
chocolate, movies, kitchen, and coffee & tea.  Please bring the items to 
the October and November branch meetings. Baskets are also needed; 
please contact Tammie Rice if you have a basket. 

 

Donation Form 

Donations can be made directly to the scholarship fund using the branch donation form.  The form is 

available on the branch’s website and will be available at branch meetings.  For your convenience, a 

space for memoriam donations has been added to the form.  This way your donation intentions will be 

clear to the branch and proper notifications can be made. 

Tammie Rice , Linda Todd Scholarship Chair 
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Membership Matters 

 
As the Membership VP, I receive a monthly newsletter from national. In this letter they list tips 

on how to recruit new members and maintain our numbers. When reading through their 

suggestions, I was pleased to note that the Virginia Beach branch has most of those 

suggestions from national already implemented. Way to go Virginia Beach!  

Just because we have applied the strategies from national doesn’t mean we get to rest. Just 

the opposite! We have some work to do and I call on each and every one of the AAUW Virginia 

Beach branch members to help. Here are some suggestions for growing the branch: 

 Bring a friend to a Movie Sisters outing (they are a ton of fun) 

 Talk positively about the AAUW with friends who aren’t yet members 

 Share AAUW events on your Facebook page 

 Join an AAUW book club (then tell your friends how great it is) 

 Carry some AAUW literature in your purse, hand it out to college students 

We are a village working together for the greater good of all girls and women. Anything you 

can do to bring positive attention to the AAUW will benefit not only the branch, but women 

worldwide. Let’s get in there and do our part.  

If you have any questions or suggestion please contact me at 757-839-5978 or 

rachelalvidrez@yahoo.com 

See you soon!! 

Rachel Alvidrez 

mailto:rachelalvidrez@yahoo.com
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AAUW GOTV 2014 
It’s My Vote I will be Heard 

2014-Getting Out the 

Midterm Vote 

And AAUW Virginia Beach did! 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt observed, "Nobody will ever deprive the American people of the right to vote except the 

American people themselves…and the only way they could do this is by not voting." 

Well, FDR, AAUW Virginia Beach facilitated voting for a good number of Virginia Beach citizens! With the assistance of 
ten AAUW Virginia Beach volunteers we accomplished the following GOTV actions from September 22nd -October 9th: 

 62 Virginia Beach residents registered, most for the first time, others to change their address to vote at a new 
voting place 

  9 GOTV events: 8 at TCC and 1 at Marian Manor Assisted Living Home 

  9 AAUW Volunteers and 1 TCC Student Volunteer 

 19 women signed up to receive notifications of AAUW Virginia Beach branch meetings  

Many thanks to our volunteers: Beth Richardson, Carole Szetela, Jo-Ann Clegg, Kathleen Stausliss, Lisa Arici (TCC student 
recruited at our mixer!)Mary Kirby, Mary Pat Liggio, Pat Wright, Sally Daniel, and Sally Pattison-Cisna. You rock girls!  
Beth observed… 

 
“Dear Ladies,  
I thoroughly enjoyed registering our young people as Virginia voters. It was such a positive and interesting interchange with the 
different people on campus. May our new registered voters use their moral compass to guide them in their right to vote 
experiences for our responsibility grows ever dearer for society to take charge of our future. Thanks again for the positive role 
model experience I was able to share with people in my community. Our AAUW organization is fun too!  
Thanks, Beth” 
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We’ll be filling these seats soon! 
Mark your calendars for LTVB 
January 25th! 

Our Little Theater of Virginia Beach event is January 25th. Tickets will be $23 per person with our branch 
keeping $13 for our AAUW Funds commitment.  AAUW Funds supports AAUW National’s Educational 
Opportunities, the Eleanor Roosevelt Fund, Public Policy Fund and the Leadership Programs Fund which are 
addressed here /http://www.aauw.org/resource/aauw-funds-descriptions/.   

This is always an enjoyable occasion! Don’t miss this theater event followed by a reception with AAUW 
Virginia Beach, our friends, and the cast of our play this year…. 

The Rainmaker 
by N. Richard Nash 

Directed by Carolyn Collings 

 

This classic American play is described by the author as a "romantic comedy." It takes place on a family cattle farm in the 

American Southwest in the midst of a drought. The Father, H.C. Curry, along with his two sons, is concerned about his 

daughter, Lizzie, and her prospects for marriage. Into their lives comes Starbuck, The Rainmaker, whose bold promises 

and swaggering optimism provide a source of hope—and suspicion—to the Currys. Part outlaw, part spellbinder, and 

part romantic—will he give Lizzie the hope of a better life? And will it rain...? http://ltvb.com/index.html 

Ginny Warner 

AAUW Virginia Beach  

AAUW Funds Chair 

 

http://ltvb.com/index.html
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Community Outreach 
 

 
Pennies for Prescriptions 
 
This year, as in past years, the branch is collecting pennies (nickels, dimes and quarters are OK too) 
to help people who go to Beach Clinic to purchase their needed prescriptions (usually $4 each). I will 
be collecting pennies at each branch meeting and will have empty collection jars available also. 
People are very willing to give such small amounts to such a worthy cause. Bring the jars with you to 
other group meetings, e.g. bridge, book, community, sports, etc. We are grateful for your 
participation, and the Beach Clinic patients are grateful for your help.   Louise Wild 
 

Farm Fresh Receipts for Pendleton Youth Center 
http://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/human-services/your-dhs/Pages/pendleton-child-service-center.aspx 

Please, consider collecting your Farm Fresh receipts to help provide our Virginia Beach Pendleton 

Youth Center with supplies and equipment to care for children 5-12 and their parents overwhelmed 

with behavioral, emotional and social issues. Pendleton Child Service Center (PCSC), a division of 

the Virginia Beach Department of Human Services, is a short-term, multi-disciplinary, family-oriented 

community service program. Your receipts can make good things happen for these families!  Bring 

your receipts to a branch meeting or mail them to Arlene Ney. 

REACH/Reading Enriches All Children/ http://reachreads.org/ 

Most of us love giving books to the children in our lives. Expand your reach by donating books to 
REACH, a volunteer organization that supports the literacy needs of homeless and at-risk children 
living in shelters throughout the South Hampton Roads community. The books we donate serve their 
Growing Readers program to provide local at-risk youth with access to free books. Last year REACH 
distributed over 15,700 books through our programs, valued at more than $42,000. 

AAUW Virginia Beach supports REACH with two community outreach projects: Holiday gift wrapping 
at Barnes and Noble and bringing new Dr. Seuss books to our Holiday Banquet, this year on 
December 6th.  

 

 

http://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/human-services/your-dhs/Pages/pendleton-child-service-center.aspx
http://read-aloud-program-hampton-roads.com/programs/growing-readers-program/
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AAUW Virginia Vision’s History of State Historian’s  
Our Neola Waller… A Writing Odyssey 

 
For the past five years, State Historian Neola Waller has collected AAUW of Virginia 

newsletters, minutes of state meetings, and financial statements of AAUW of Virginia. She has 
spoken with members to gain additional information and to locate photographs of events. And then 
she wrote. What emerged from all this is The History of the American Association of University 
Women of Virginia, 1925–2010, which is being printed as you read this.  

 
The state board voted at its fall meeting to give a complimentary copy to each branch. 

Additional copies will be offered for sale at the 2015 state meeting. The book, written in three parts, 
contains the 1925–1960 portion written by Dr. E. Marion Smith of Hollins College, the 1960–1970 
segment written by Mary Thrasher of Norfolk and B Lovitt of Virginia Beach, and the newest part, 
1970–2010, written by Neola N. Waller. Thrasher, Lovitt, and Waller, also of Virginia Beach, served 
as state AAUW presidents. The narrative is a testimony to the interest, dedication, perseverance, and 
accomplishments of our members, branches, and state boards in spreading the AAUW mission and 
working for equity and education for women and girls across our Commonwealth during our 
organization’s first 85 years.  

 
Waller says, “My goal has been to capture the enthusiasm demonstrated by our members as 

they worked to empower women. They rejoiced over their successes and were not deterred by 
setbacks. It has been a labor of love for me to research and write this book, and I am so proud  
to be a member of AAUW of Virginia.” 

 
Neola Waller 
Historian 
Wallerwn1@gmail.com 
  

 
League of Women Voter’s Pre-session Women’s LegisLatiVe round tabLe 

In Richmond on December 3, 2014  

 

 

 

 If you appreciate firsthand information about the issues pressing our state legislators, and thus 
affecting you, plan to attend this meeting. The roundtable is on Capitol Square in Richmond, December 3 from 
9am-3pm. Speakers include the governor’s cabinet members, non-profit representatives, and the First 
Commissioner of Elections from Virginia’s new department of elections.  We usually have participants from 
our branch every year. Let Sally P. know at pattisonsj@gmail.com asap for details and a reservation for lunch. 
We’ll car pool to Richmond. RSVP for the luncheon ($40) is November 25th.  Sally P. forwarded the invitation 
from our state Public Policy VP, Leslie Tourigny October 19, 2014. 

mailto:Wallerwn1@gmail.com
mailto:pattisonsj@gmail.com
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AAUW Virginia Beach  
Book Club Announcements 

 

 
 

“Like dreaming, reading performs the prodigious task of carrying us off to other worlds.”    Victor Null 

…and learning more about our own! sjp 

 

Morning Book Club 

Once a month we get up early and hie ourselves off to a restaurant to discuss a book we have previously 
selected. The restaurants vary from month to month, and we are always open to finding ones we haven't 
visited previously. The only requirements are that the place is reasonably quiet (so we can liven it up), serves 
good food at a reasonable price, and we can get to it. 
 
We have selected the books to be read from now through next June. Any member who wanted to do so 
named one or more books and we, literally, drew the winners out of not a hat, but ... 
 
This auspicious event takes place on the 1st Thursday of every month at 7:30 a.m. - except when it doesn't 
because we have to change it for some reason, such as a holiday. 
 
We don't meet In December. Instead, we get together with the evening book group for a pot-luck dinner at 
someone's house. 
 
Come join us! 
Connie Davis 

connidavis@cox.net 
 

Date Book Author Place 

November 6 Fifty Shades of Beige Reid Mockery Mary’s 

December 4? Holiday Party Hostess TBA TBA 

January The Grapes of Wrath John Steinbeck Oceanfront Inn 

 

 

mailto:connidavis@cox.net
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Evening Book Club 

The Evening Book Group meets on the second Tuesday of the month, at the homes of members. We alternate 
potluck dinners and dessert-only meetings. We read books suggested by members and voted on at the June 
meeting, when we set the schedule for the following year. One member reviews the book, followed by (and 
sometimes interrupted by) discussion. Although we don't always agree, talk is lively and book-centered. New 
members are welcome. For more information, contact Louise Wild at 757 422-1948 or at 
mslouisew27@yahoo.com.  
 
Here is our November selection: 
 

Date and time Title Author Reviewer Hostess 

Nov 11 @ 7:30   "The Round House" Louise Erdrich Cheryl Herrman Susan Wagner 

 

Adelante Book Club 

The Adelante book group meets in the evening of the fourth Thursday of every other month, September 
through May, at member's homes to discuss books chosen from the AAUW's Adelante Book of the Month Club 
list. For more information, contact Dana Henning at danahenning0@gmail.com 
 

Date Title Author Hostess 
November 20 Lean In: Women, Work, and the Will to 

Lead 
Sheryl Sandberg Carole 

 

Movie Sisters Enjoy Fall Films and Fun! 

    Our next Movie Sister event will be Sunday, October 26th. Watch an email midweek before 

for the details.  Once more, I apologize for having the wrong time for our last event, Guardians 

of the Galaxy. Most folks went to see Gone Girl instead. Women wrote Gone Girls’ screenplay 

and co-produced as well. Enjoy other films created by women on  

    http://blogs.indiewire.com/womenandhollywood/films-by-and-about-women 

 

 

See you at the movies, Sister! 
 

 

 
 

mailto:danahenning0@gmail.com
http://blogs.indiewire.com/womenandhollywood/films-by-and-about-women
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AAUW Virginia is Looking for Some Good Women!   

Would you like to serve? 

 
From the AAUW Virginia Fall 2014 Vision Page 10 

http://aauw-va.aauw.net/files/2012/11/Vision2014FallFinal.pdf 
 

Wanted:  AAUW members willing to  
serve on our state board in the following positions: 

 

  Recording Secretary: 
Responsible for minutes from both board and state meetings. Files all written reports presented at 
state meetings and maintains record books of state board documents and minutes. The recording 
secretary is the board liaison to the Voting and Elections Committee. 
 

 Vice President for Finance:  
Collects dues, disburses funds per the Board of Directors Handbook, keeps an itemized account of all  
receipts and disbursements, submits an annual written financial report, and prepares an annual 
budget. 
 

 Vice President for Membership and Branch Development: 
Endeavors to increase and retain membership in the state by assisting branch membership chairs in 
the development of successful membership procedures and orientation programs. 

 

Commitments: 
 Attend all board meetings (summer, fall, winter conference call, and state conference meetings 

 Prepare reports for board meetings and the Vision  
 

Benefits: 
      Mileage reimbursement 

      All meals at board meetings included 

      Partial hotel reimbursement 

      It is fun, rewarding, and a chance to make a difference! 
 
For detailed descriptions of these positions, please see www.aauwof.org and click “Bylaws.” 
 
The positions will be voted on by all state members via online and paper ballots, sometime after the 
state meeting. The positions will be held from July 1, 2015, to June 30, 2017. Nominations must be 
submitted by December 1, 2014, to Julie Krause. 
 

 
 

 

http://aauw-va.aauw.net/files/2012/11/Vision2014FallFinal.pdf
http://www.aauwof.org/
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2014-2015 Pro$pective AAUW Virginia Beach Fund Rai$ers  
      Here are possible fund raisers this year so you can consider and plan. Thanks, so much, for whatever you can support. 

 
October 2014 

Donations for Holiday Raffle Baskets 
Norfolk Flower cards 

To support Local Scholarships 

November 2014 Donations for Holiday Raffle Baskets 
Norfolk Flower Cards 
 

To support Local Scholarships 

December 2014 LTVB Play Tickets/The Rainmaker on  January 25th  To support AAUW Funds 
 

December 2014 Donations of children’s books at holiday banquet REACH/Reading Enriches All Children 
For homeless and other at risk children  
 

January 2015 LTVB Tickets/Play January 25th  
 

To support AAUW Funds 

February 2015 AutoBell Car Wash Coupons 
 

To support AAUW Funds 

March 2015 AutoBell Car Wash Coupons 
 

To support AAUW Funds 

 
 

AAUW National October 2014 Membership Matters Branch Newsletter Article 

 Throw Your Hat in the Ring! 
You’re already a leader in AAUW. Take your leadership to the next level, make your voice heard, and 

apply to run for the  

AAUW Board of Directors. Applications are due November 

See details on page 10 

 

See You in San Diego! 
AAUW National Convention registration opens Wednesday, October 1. Join the wave and your fellow 

AAUW members and leaders for some skill-building and relaxation by the ocean. Check the 
convention website for more information. 

 

http://www.aauw.org/resource/aauw-board-of-directors-policy-book/
http://www.aauw.org/resource/national-election-board-candidate-application/
http://convention.aauw.org/
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                AAUW Virginia Beach 2014-2015 Calendar 

This is our proposed calendar 
(subject to change). Hope you are 
marking these on your calendar! 
This does not include book club, 
dining group, or movie sister 
schedules. 

 
 
 

All locations are in Virginia 
Beach unless otherwise 
indicated. 

October 22, 2014 Board Meeting: 6:30-8:30 PM Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
4560 Princess Anne Road  

October 25, 2014 SE District Meeting: 11AM-1PM 
(RSVP by October 18) 

Clarion Hotel, Historic District 
351 York Street/Route 60 
Williamsburg, VA,  

November 19, 2014 
 

Branch Meeting: 6:30-8:30 PM Central Library 
4100 Virginia Beach Boulevard 

December 3, 2014 
 

“November” Board Meeting: 6:30-8:30 PM Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
4560 Princess Anne Road  

December 6, 2014 Holiday Banquet/Branch Meeting 11:30-1 Virginia Beach Resort Hotel 
2800 Shore Drive 

January 17, 2015 
 

Branch Meeting: 11AM-1 PM/lunch pot-luck Oceanfront Area Library 

700 Virginia Beach Boulevard 

January 25, 2015 Little Theatre of Virginia Beach Play Little Theater of VA Beach 

550 Barberton Drive 

January 28, 2015 Board Meeting: 6:30-8:30 PM Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
4560 Princess Anne Road  

February 21, 2015 Branch Meeting: 11AM-1 PM/ lunch pot-luck Central Library 
4100 Virginia Beach Boulevard 

February 25, 2014 Board Meeting: 6:30-8:30 PM Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
4560 Princess Anne Road  

March 18, 2015 Branch Meeting: 11AM-1 PM Central Library 
4100 Virginia Beach Boulevard 

March 25, 2015 Board Meeting: 6:30-8:30 PM Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
4560 Princess Anne Road  

April 15, 2015 Branch Meeting: 11AM-1 PM WHRO 
5200 Hampton Blvd, Norfolk, VA 23508 

April 22, 2014 Board Meeting: 6:30-8:30 PM Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
4560 Princess Anne Road  

May 20, 2015 Spring Banquet /Branch Meeting: 6:30-8:30 PM 
 

TBA 

May 27, 2015 Board Meeting: 6:30-8:30 PM Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
4560 Princess Anne Road  

 


